
 
 

Endurance and Obedience in Looking unto Jesus 

During Trials of Various Kinds 
 

 

I. Introductory Thinking 

• Looking to Jesus and considering 
o Hebrews 12:1-3 

• Do not be surprised – Entrust a faithful Creator 
o 1 Peter 4:12-19 

• Strive to enter Christ’s rest – even thoughts and intentions seen 
o Hebrews 4:11-13 

 
 

II. Looking Towards and Considering Jesus 
 
• For this you have been called – Christ left the example  

o 1 Peter 2:21-25 
• Christ suffered – arm yourselves 

o 1 Peter 4:1-2  
▪ {context of Christ 3:18-22 – context for me to obey 4:3-11} 

• Draw near with confidence – find mercy and grace 
o Hebrews 4:14-16 

• Reminder of Jesus – [that I would not forget Him – that I may be able to trust and rest in 
Him – looking unto Him] 

o Colossians 1:15-20 – He is… 
o Hebrews 5:7-10 – days of His flesh {loud cries and tears – learned obedience} to all 

who obey Him… 
o Matthew 26:39, 42, 44 – let this cup pass – not my will, but Yours… 
o Matthew 27:46 – absolute omnipotent, providential and sovereign – fulfilling the 

Scriptures in front of the very people who subjected Christ to sufferings 
▪ Isaiah 53:10 
▪ Psalm 22, 23, 24 

• Reminder – preparation – way 
o 1 Peter 3:13-17 

• Sovereignty of God in His holy working – into Jesus’ image 
o Romans 8:28-29  

▪ {build with [seek first] Matthew 6:33 and [God will supply every need] 
Philippians 4:19} 

• Deeply knowing and trusting upon God’s absolutely sovereignty – able to consider it all joy 
o James 1:2[3-8] 

• Put away – if I have tasted 
o 1 Peter 2:1-3 

 
 



 
 

III. Footsteps: A reminder of my great need of direction, focus, and endurance  
 

• Enter by the narrow gate and remain always on the narrow path 
o Matthew 7:13-14 

• Be attentive to God’s Words – ponder the path – do not swerve 
o Proverbs 4:20-27 

• I am needing endurance 
o Hebrews 10:36 

• Call of endurance – for saints – faith in Jesus 
o Revelation 14:12 [13:10] 

 
 

 
“How good is God thus to prepare me by sufferings, that so His blessings may not be my ruin. These 

things to the natural man are not joyous, but grievous; but God enabled me to take comfort in Him, to 
thank Him sincerely for His loving correction, and therefore when I am sufficiently exercise there by, I 

hope it will bring forth in me the peaceful fruits of righteousness. Amen.”  
George Whitefield, Whitefield’s Journals, Sat. Oct. 21st, 1738 – age 23 

 
 

“The Lord gets His best soldiers out of the highlands of affliction.” C.H. Spurgeon 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Books that have been of providential help 
 

George Whitefield’s Journals – George Whitefield 
Suffering and Sovereignty: John Flavel and the Puritans on Afflictive Providence – Brian H. Cosby 
Autobiography of George Muller (small version) – George Muller 
Keeping the Heart – John Flavel 
Maturity: Growing Up and Going On in the Christian Life – Sinclair B. Ferguson 
Fair Sunshine: Character Studies of the Scottish Covenanters – Jock Purves 
Tortured for Christ – Richard Wurmbrandt (founder of Voice of the Martyrs) 

 


